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analogy and the structure of the language,
and that very few of the alterations recom-
mended by Lowth and his followers can be
vindicated on any better principle than some
Latin rule or his own private opinion."

Accordingly, besides publishing some dis-
sertations on the subject, he issued a new
grammar in 1807, based this time on Horne
Tooke's Diversions of Purley, an author
with whom Webster would naturally be in
sympathy. This grammar never had a firm
hold of the public, and was subsequently
incorporated into the prefatory matter of
his great dictionary, where he says: " My re-
searches into the structure of language had
convinced me that some of Lowth's prin-
ciples are erroneous and that my own gram-
mar wanted material corrections. In con-
sequence of this conviction, believing it to
be immoral to publish what appeared to be
false rules and principles, I determined to
suppress my grammar, and actually did so."

Here we have his frankness of character,
his honesty, his force of will, and the im-
pulsiveness with which he took up attrac-
tive theories. Perhaps the most compre-
hensive statement of his ruling principle